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In my first radio address, almost exactly
8 years ago now, I spoke about the challenges
we faced at that time but also about my abid-
ing faith in the American people. Back then
I said, ‘‘We’re going up or down together,
and I’m convinced we’re going up.’’ The
progress of the last 8 years, the strong values,
can-do spirit, and basic goodness of the
American people, leave me more convinced
than ever we’re still going up.

If we keep working together to widen the
circle of opportunity, deepen the reach of
freedom, strengthen the bonds of commu-
nity, America will always be going up.

Thank you for listening each and every
week. Thank you again for the honor of serv-
ing as your President these past 8 years.

God bless you, and God bless America.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 5:50 p.m. on
January 19 in the Oval Office at the White House
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on January 20. The
transcript was made available by the Office of the
Press Secretary on January 20 but was embargoed
for release until the broadcast.

Statement on Efforts To Redress
Wrongs Against African-American
Farmers

January 20, 2001

For too many decades, African-American
farmers have labored in America’s fields
without a true share of this Nation’s agricul-
tural prosperity. And for too long, govern-
mental neglect has contributed to the impov-
erished condition of the African-American
farmer.

But the Government can right an old
wrong. In December of 1997 Vice President
Gore and I met with a number of people
and organizations concerned with the plight
of the black farmer in this country, including
the National Black Farmers Association, the
Southern Cooperative, and the Congres-
sional Black Caucus. The Vice President and
I learned at that meeting that since the early
1980’s, thousands of black farmers had filed
complaints of discrimination against the
United States Department of Agriculture
(USDA), but their complaints were ignored.

My administration has worked hard to im-
prove the condition of the black farmer and
to mend the relationship between black
farmers and the USDA, and Secretary Dan
Glickman and his staff have demonstrated
unprecedented leadership in accomplishing
that goal. After a group of African-American
farmers brought suit in 1997 to seek recovery
for years of discrimination, we worked with
the African-American farming community to
pass legislation allowing farmers to pursue
those claims, and then entered into a historic
settlement. With the agreement nearing full
implementation, almost $500 million in indi-
vidual payments have been awarded to nearly
12,000 African-American farmers. In the
process, we revitalized USDA’s Office of
Civil Rights, which was effectively disman-
tled in the early 1980’s. We have also in-
creased farm loans to minorities and
women—a 50 percent increase between
1997 and 1999 alone.

The agreement between the black farmers
and the USDA also calls for technical assist-
ance and outreach. I am proud of the USDA
and the Village Foundation for working in
partnership to create the African-American
Family Farm Preservation Fund, which will
provide grants, loans, and training to African-
American farm families to maintain their
farms, establish a market system using prod-
ucts produced by African-American farms,
and keep the public informed on issues re-
lated to African-American family farmers. In
addition, USDA has cooperated with the Na-
tional Black Farmers Association and its
president, John Boyd, to increase outreach
activities to limited-resource farmers. To-
gether, these endeavors will ensure that a
new generation of African-American farmers
can pursue their livelihood without discrimi-
nation and with equal access to the assistance
they deserve.

Redressing the wrongs against African-
American farmers has been key to my efforts
to building one America. I hope the next ad-
ministration will continue in this path so that
African-American farmers can fully partici-
pate in today’s dynamic global economy.
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Proclamation 7402—Establishment
of the Governors Island National
Monument
January 20, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
On the north tip of Governors Island, be-

tween the confluence of the Hudson and
Eastern Rivers, Governors Island National
Monument served as an outpost to protect
New York City from sea attack. The monu-
ment, part of a larger 1985 National Historic
Landmark District designation, contains two
important historical objects, Castle William
and Fort Jay. Between 1806 and 1811, these
fortifications were constructed as part of the
First and Second American Systems of
Coastal Fortification. Castle William and
Fort Jay represent two of the finest types of
defensive structures in use from the Renais-
sance to the American Civil War. The monu-
ment also played important roles in the War
of 1812, the American Civil War, and World
Wars I and II.

The fortifications in the monument were
built on the most strategic defensive posi-
tions on the island. Fort Jay, constructed be-
tween 1806 and 1809, is on the highest point
of the island from which its glacis originally
sloped down to the waterfront on all sides.
Castle William, constructed between 1807
and 1811, occupies a rocky promontory as
close as possible to the harbor channels and
served as the most important strategic defen-
sive point in the entrance to the New York
Harbor. The monument also includes a num-
ber of associated historical buildings con-
structed as part of the garrison post in the
early part of the 19th century.

Governors Island has been managed by
the U.S. Army and the U.S. Coast Guard over
the past 200 years. With the site no longer
required for military or Coast Guard pur-
poses, it provides an excellent opportunity for
the public to observe and understand the
harbor history, its defense, and its ecology.

Section 2 of the Act of June 8, 1906 (34
Stat. 225, 16 U.S.C. 431), authorizes the
President, in his discretion, to declare by
public proclamation historic landmarks, his-

toric and prehistoric structures, and other
objects of historic or scientific interest that
are situated upon the lands owned or con-
trolled by the Government of the United
States to be national monuments, and to re-
serve as a part thereof parcels of land, the
limits of which in all cases shall be confined
to the smallest area compatible with the
proper care and management of the objects
to be protected.

Whereas it appears that it would be in
the public interest to reserve such lands as
the Governors Island National Monument:

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by the authority vested in me by section 2
of the Act of June 8, 1906 (34 Stat. 225, 16
U.S.C. 431), do proclaim that there are here-
by set apart and reserved as the Governors
Island National Monument for the purpose
of protecting the objects identified above, all
lands and interests in lands owned or con-
trolled by the United States within the
boundaries of the area described on the map
entitled ‘‘Governors Islands National Monu-
ment’’ attached to and forming a part of this
proclamation. The Federal land and interests
in land reserved consist of approximately 20
acres, which is the smallest area compatible
with the proper care and management of the
objects to be protected.

Subject to existing law, including Public
Law No. 105–33, Title IX, section 9101(a),
111 Stat. 670 (Aug. 5, 1997), all Federal lands
and interests in lands within the boundaries
of this monument are hereby appropriated
and withdrawn from all forms of entry, loca-
tion, selection, sale, or leasing or other dis-
position under the public land laws, including
but not limited to withdrawal from location,
entry, and patent under the mining laws, and
from disposition under all laws relating to
mineral and geothermal leasing.

The Secretary of the Interior (‘‘Sec-
retary’’), acting through the National Park
Service, shall manage the monument in con-
sultation with the Administrator of General
Services, consistent with the purposes and
provisions of this proclamation.

For the purpose of preserving, restoring,
and enhancing the public visitation and ap-
preciation of the monument, the Secretary,
acting through the National Park Service,


